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Context - International

 IPCC Report AR 6

 In 2019, atmospheric CO2 concentrations were higher than at any

time in at least 2 million years

 Global surface temperature has increased faster since 1970 than in

any other 50-year period over at least the last 2000 years

 The global nature of glacier retreat, with almost all of the world’s

glaciers retreating synchronously, since the 1950s is unprecedented

in at least the last 2000 years

 Global mean sea level has risen faster since 1900 than over any

preceding century in at least the last 3000 years

 Materially lower impacts – 1.5° v 2 °C warming

 Paris Agreement



Zero Carbon Act 

 Key Elements – 2050 Target (s)

- Climate Change Commission

- Emissions Budgets

- Emission Reduction Plans

- National Adaptation Plans

 CCC Report - First 3 Budgets

- Demonstration Path





 Emissions Reduction Plan No 1

- Minister’s Report

 Scale of Ambition

- Electrification

- 50% Renewable Target

- Forestry Offsets?

 Role of Resource Management System

- Urban / Integrated Planning

- Enabling New Generation

- Emission Impact Assessments



Climate Change Under the RMA

 Adaptation, not Mitigation

 Exclusionary Provisions

 Rationale – Review Panel

 Case for Change – Review Panel



“Land use planning also has an important role to play in enabling and supporting the

land use change and infrastructure needed for a transition to a low-emissions economy.

This is likely to include significant afforestation, further development of wind and other

renewable electricity generation, changes in the way transport networks operate to

reduce reliance on fossil fuels, and more efficient use of existing urban infrastructure,

among other things.”

“Our view is that greater policy coherence and effectiveness will be achieved if a future

Natural and Built Environments Act includes a focus on reducing greenhouse gas

emissions and planning for a low-emissions economy. The current Resource

Management Amendment Bill proposes removing the statutory barriers to RMA

consideration of greenhouse gas emissions. At the time of writing our report, the Bill is

still before Parliament, but we support this proposal.”

 2020 Amendments – deferred!



 Emissions Impact Assessments?

- Remoteness / Nexus / Causation (water bottling)

 Exclusionary Provisions

- Buller Coal

- No actual discharge

- Land use v land use planning?

 Tangibility

- Cumulative effects

 Common Sense Approach



Reformed Resource Management 

System

 Outcomes

 Spatial Plans

 ‘Limits are limits’ – ‘Salmon on steriods’

 Head on Clash?

 National Planning Framework

 Land Use Planning – Housing Supply Act!

 Agricultural emissions – ‘FMPs’



Climate Adaptation Act

 Problem Statement

“Many complex matters need to be addressed in cases of managed

retreat. These include issues relating to funding, land acquisition,

compensation, liability and insurance, both for landowners and local

authorities. There is also a need to consider the obligations on Local

Government to maintain infrastructure services in areas under threat.”

 Holding the Line

 Unravelling History

 Who Pays?



Conclusions

 Matter of Choice and Resolve


