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BRIEF OVERVIEW OF THE NPS FOR FRESHWATER

Te Mana o Te Wai

“Te Mana o te Wai is a concept that refers to the fundamental 
importance of water and recognises that protecting the health of 
freshwater protects the health and well-being of the wider 
environment. It protects the mauri of the wai. Te Mana o te Wai is 
about restoring and preserving the balance between the water, the 
wider environment, and the community.”



BRIEF OVERVIEW OF THE NPS FOR FRESHWATER

Objective

to ensure that natural and physical resources are managed in a way 
that prioritises: 

(a) first, the health and well-being of water bodies and freshwater 
ecosystems 

(b) second, the health needs of people (such as drinking water) 

(c) third, the ability of people and communities to provide for their 
social, economic, and cultural well-being, now and in the future.



POINT SOURCE DISCHARGES IN URBAN ENVIRONMENTS

• What is a point source discharge?



POINT SOURCE DISCHARGES IN URBAN ENVIRONMENTS

“Discharge of contaminants into a waterbody from a single fixed point, such as a pipe or drain 
from sewerage, factory and dairy shed outfalls.”

Land and Water Aotearoa

“A stationary or fixed facility from which contaminants are discharged or emitted.”

Waikato Regional Plan

“Discharges from a stationary or fixed facility.”

Waikato Regional Policy Statement

“Discharge from a specific and identifiable outlet onto or into land, a water body or the sea.”

Canterbury Land and Water Plan



DISCHARGES IN URBAN ENVIRONMENTS

• Wastewater

• In Auckland more than 90% of the city’s treated wastewater is discharged from wastewater treatment 
plants to the ocean

• Small number of non-metropolitan plants discharge to land or water

• Small number of privately owned wastewater treatment plants

• Stormwater

• Stormwater discharged to the public stormwater network is authorised by the network discharge 
consent (NDC). The NDC applies to:

• existing diversions and discharges of stormwater from the public network

• new or modified diversions and discharges resulting from stormwater network upgrades

• future diversions and discharges resulting from extending the public network to service 
intensification and growth.

• Other stormwater discharges



CONSENTING URBAN DISCHARGES IN A TIME OF CHANGE

The planning system is in a state of flux.

Resource Management (National Environmental Standards for Freshwater) 
Regulations 2020 

“The Resource Management (National Environmental Standards for Freshwater) Regulations 
2020 (‘Freshwater NES’) came into force on 3 September 2020. Currently, there may be 
duplication or conflict between specific plan rules and the Freshwater NES. If an 
activity provided for in rules E8.4.1 to E8.9, including any associated matters of discretion, is 
also regulated by the Freshwater NES, where there is conflict then the most restrictive 
provision will prevail. E8 Stormwater – Discharge and diversion Auckland Unitary Plan 
Operative in part 2 If the Freshwater NES regulations do not apply to an activity, then the plan 
rules apply. Duplication or conflict between plan rules and the Freshwater NES will be addressed 
in the plan as soon as practicable.”

Chapter E8, Auckland Unitary Plan, Operative in Part



CONSENTING URBAN DISCHARGES IN A TIME OF CHANGE

• Monitor for plan changes, encourage clients to submit. Monitor case law.

• Get good advice from stormwater, ecology and/or water quality specialists, early.

• Constraint mapping. Can the project be designed to avoid constraints?

• Detailed and thorough planning assessment, look out for overlaps and conflicts.



QUESTIONS


