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The RMLA 2021 conference theme Rethinking Resources aims 

to celebrate the continued and evolving relevance of resource 

management law in the sustainable management of natural and 

physical resources. As resource management practitioners, we 

operate in a rapidly changing world where technological advances, 

environmental issues and a changing society mean we have to be 

increasingly agile to be relevant and make a difference. 

Join us as we explore the meaning of Rethinking Resources with a powerful group of speakers and an engaging 
array of workshops and fieldshops spread over two days at the Rotorua Energy Events Centre. The conference will 
highlight the way in which Rotorua and its surrounding communities are rethinking resources in a very practical and 
exciting way. 

We can no longer view our resources in the traditional way, and Rotorua has demonstrated its ability to see things 
differently. The workshops and fieldshops will explore a range of local examples of the changing context where 
Rotorua has moved away from a traditional focus on forestry and geothermal to embrace change. Learn about eco-
tourism ventures, world-class mountain-biking trails co-managed with commercial forestry, creative ways to generate 
and use energy, cutting-edge approaches to coastal hazard management and the innovative ways that Māori land 
trusts are using their land and natural resources. Experience how the RMA is being used in creative ways to facilitate 
better access to Middle Earth and the way in which the rural/urban interface is responding to significant growth 
pressure in the Bay of Plenty.

Rethinking Resources is about rethinking how we do things, rethinking how we address the resource management 
issues that we face and encouraging each other to raise our game and lift our sights.

We are excited to bring you this conference from the adventure capital of New Zealand, and we know you will be 
challenged and inspired by what you will see, hear and experience. 

We look forward to welcoming you to Rotorua.

Chris Dawson, Dr Joan Forret and Theresa Le Bas 
Co-convenors

Invitation from Convenors
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Programme

Day one Thursday 23 September

8.30am Mihi whakatau 

8.45am Welcome and conference opening: Mayor Steve Chadwick

9.00am Opening address 

9.20am Keynote: Global context of rethinking resources  
Professor Glenn Albrecht

10.20am Morning tea

10.50am Panel: The role of local government/iwi/co-governance in rethinking resources

12.00pm Lunch

1.00pm Keynote: Climate change litigation in Australia – a driver for change 
Natasha Hammond, Barrister, Martin Place Chambers

1.45pm Panel: Future of geothermal  
In this session, we will explore applications for New Zealand’s abundant geothermal 
resources. GNS Science is at the forefront of research and is developing strategies 
for the future use of geothermal resources. The discussion Geothermal – the next-
generation research programme, led by GNS Science, will focus on high-temperature 
resources deep in the Taupō Volcanic Zone above 400ºC. There will be discussion 
on direct use of geothermal resources under the umbrella of the Geoheat Strategy for 
Aotearoa NZ 2017–2030 and the extraction of minerals such as lithium and silica from 
geothermal fluids that is currently under way. New Zealand is well placed to explore new 
geothermal technologies, and you will get insight into some of what is being considered 
and what is under way.

2.30pm Panel: Implementing national direction on freshwater 
2020 saw the release of new national policy instruments dealing with freshwater. One 
year on, this session will explore some of the challenges and successes in implementing 
the National Policy Statement for Freshwater Management and National Environmental 
Standards for Freshwater and related instruments. Perspectives will be shared from 
those intimately involved from the Ministry for the Environment and regional councils. 
Come prepared to engage with the panel as it wrestles with the practicalities of making a 
real difference to improve freshwater quality in New Zealand.

3.15pm Afternoon tea

3.45pm–5.15pm Workshops 
• Rotorua geothermal system 
•  Matatā risk reduction strategy – extinguishing existing use rights as part of managed retreat
• Co-management and co-governance 
• Ministry for the Environment workshop 
• Knowledge hub workshops 

5.30pm–7.30pm Taste of Bay of Plenty: Te Puia
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Programme continued

Day two Friday 24 September

8.30am Welcome

8.35am Keynote: Insights from the Parlimentary Commissioner in light of the changing 
resource management climate  
Rt Hon Simon Upton, Parliamentary Commissioner for the Environment

9.10am Panel: Rethinking our resource documents to achieve connectivity 
Local authorities and stakeholders in the Waikato have been actively involved in 
developing overarching region-wide initiatives to aid with infrastructure planning, 
address the housing shortage and develop region-wide goals for the environment – that 
was even before spatial planning became fashionable! This panel looks at reforms and 
alternative planning documents that create connectivity throughout a region.

10.40am Morning tea  
RMLA AGM

11.15am Panel: Responding to climate change 
We are all having to consider climate change in our work in some way or another. This 
session will explore the rapidly evolving national responses to our changing climate 
and the commitments we have made as a nation to address our impacts. Our expert 
panel members with up-to-date knowledge and expertise from central government, 
research institutes and the independent Climate Change Commission will bring their 
understandings together to address those resource management and spatial allocation 
issues that are confronting us as we transition into an uncertain climate future. Find out 
the latest developments in this dynamic area and how it affects our work now and into 
the future. This session will be relevant to all sectors, so bring your own questions for our 
panellists to consider and respond to with their latest thinking.

12.30pm Lunch

From 12.30pm 
(will return by 
5.30pm at the 
latest)

Fieldshops 
• Biodiversity and plantation forestry 
• Catch a matter of national importance while you can – trout fishing for beginners 
•  Discovery and rediscovery – discovering the Waimangu Volcanic Valley and 

rediscovering the Pink and White Terraces
• Future of wood 
• Geothermal power development and industrial use 
• Growth 
• RMA meets Middle Earth 
• Rural growing pains

7.00pm – midnight Conference and RMLA Annual Awards Dinner: Lido Lounge, Blue Baths

7



RMLA SPONSORSHIP PROSPECTUS 2021 RETHINKING RESOURCES

Thursday workshops

Rotorua geothermal system
Rotorua City has a unique geothermal story – a long history of sustainable use by Māori, overexploitation of the resource 
during the 1960s and 1970s and, more recently, resource recovery. Sustainable management involves protecting 
vulnerable ngāwhā, ongoing uninterrupted use and access by tangata whenua of their waiariki/ngāwhā, and providing 
for ongoing domestic and commercial direct heat uses. Bay of Plenty Regional Council is working through these complex 
management issues with Māori, stakeholders and the community in the development of the Rotorua System Management 
Plan and a regional plan change for the Rotorua geothermal field. You will be able to see some of the management issues 
first-hand in a walk from the Events Centre in Government Gardens and hear from a number of stakeholders engaged 
with geothermal features and resources.

Matatā risk reduction strategy – extinguishing existing use rights as part of 
managed retreat
In May 2005, a large debris flow in the Awatarariki Stream catchment at Matatā caused significant damage to land, 
buildings and infrastructure. There were no deaths or injuries, but the destructive force was such that deaths could easily 
have occurred. 

Investigations revealed that this event was likely to recur with a high loss of life risk to those who had reoccupied the area 
after the event. A multifaceted programme was developed to manage this risk to an acceptable level.

This workshop will examine the programme developed to achieve managed retreat where high loss-of-life risk was 
proven to be present and no alternative solution to manage the risk was available. The programme combined financial 
incentives, support services, risk-based district plan provisions and a regional rule to prohibit existing residential activities 
subject to high loss-of-life risk.

Principles, methods and practices can be considered further in the development of policy to enable managed retreat from 
natural hazards.

Co-management and co-governance
New Zealand is moving progressively towards co-management and co-governance models of resource management. 
There are now a number of models and examples of how tangata whenua and local and central government are working 
together. Come and learn how co-management and co-governance is playing out around various rohe and regions. Iwi 
are at the forefront of taking a longer-term view of resource management and considering their whānau and mokopuna 
and generations to come. Exercising kaitiakitanga over our natural resource is at the heart of co-management.
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Friday fieldshops

Biodiversity and plantation forestry
As we contemplate a new National Policy Statement with the purpose of arresting decline in Aotearoa New Zealand’s 
indigenous biodiversity, it is timely to look at efforts being made to restore and enhance our native plants and animals. 
Biodiversity management associated with plantation forestry is a skilled endeavour. On this fieldshop, we will travel to 
a number of areas within an hour’s drive of Rotorua where indigenous biodiversity is being actively managed to restore 
habitat, wetlands and significant flora and fauna. Some of the species under active management include falcon, kiwi and 
bats. Touch, sense and see the progress being made and how effects mitigation and offsets are being applied.

Catch a matter of national importance while you can – trout fishing for beginners
Catch the enthusiasm of keen fishermen Fraser McNutt and Gareth Moran from B&A as they guide you into 
the world of angling and this tangible example of resource use. You will travel to one of Rotorua’s many 
renowned angling streams and receive some introductory information about the history of trout in New 
Zealand and the region. Fraser and Gareth will also demonstrate the essentials of fly tying and casting so that 
everyone has the best opportunity to land a trout in the wild.

Rods, reels and flies will be provided. However, participants are welcome to bring their own gear and need to 
bring gumboots or waders. Fishing licences can be purchased online on the day.

Discovery and rediscovery – discovering the Waimangu Volcanic Valley and 
rediscovering the Pink and White Terraces
Waimangu Volcanic Valley is the world’s youngest and the only geothermal system created within written history. It is also 
home to the now submerged Pink and White Terraces (Te Otukapuarangi and Te Tarata), the eighth natural wonder of 
the world, which lie beneath Lake Rotomahana following the eruption of Mt Tarawera on 10 June 1886. Tangata whenua 
settled in the area over half a millennium ago and accounted for the overwhelming majority of the 120 people who died 
during the 1886 eruption – still our worst natural disaster on a per capita basis in written history.

Previously thought to have been destroyed during the Tarawera eruption, the Pink and White Terraces were rediscovered 
in 2011 by a joint New Zealand-United States project team led by Dr Cornel de Ronde of GNS Science. Dr de Ronde 
will present a PowerPoint overview of his findings and explain his ongoing investigations before we head out by bus to 
Waimangu. We’ll join him again on a boat cruise across the lake to the location of the submerged terraces.

During our bus ride, a member of the Board of Waimangu Volcanic Valley Limited and David Blackmore, General Manager, 
will give us an overview of the unique partnership between Te Mana o Ngāti Rangitihi and Tūhourangi Tribal Authority, 
which owns Waimangu, and will explain the partnership’s approach to rethinking resources within the volcanic valley in 
particular, in light of both current COVID-19 border restrictions on international tourism and a pending Treaty of Waitangi 
settlement expected to be concluded within the next 12 months.
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Friday fieldshops continued

Upon arrival at Waimangu, we will have several fully guided options to experience, with flexibility to ensure everyone 
enjoys the full Waimangu experience:

•  A tour of the internationally significant geothermal features including Inferno Crater, the world’s largest crypto geyser, 
Frying Pan Lake, one of the world’s largest hot water springs and the unique Warbrick Terrace, a silica terrace that 
is growing in an unusual right-angle shape. We will also view a number of unusual and rare plants that thrive in and 
amongst those geothermal features.

•  A close look at the conservation efforts throughout the Waimangu Valley. The native forest in the valley is the only 
New Zealand example of a native forest naturally regenerating from complete devastation due to natural disaster. A 
significant pest eradication programme, undertaken in partnership with the Department of Conservation, has resulted 
in a flourishing wildlife refuge.

•  A 45-minute cruise on Lake Rotomahana to view a number of beautiful and unique geothermal features and legacies of 
the Tarawera eruption (including the location of the now submerged terraces).

Future of wood
Scion is a pre-eminent research group at the forefront of work on a circular bio-economy. It will host the group at its 
Rotorua campus in a recently completed state-of-the-art innovation centre constructed out of timber. There will be 
sessions on bioenergy, bioplastics (including sustainable packaging) and technological advances such as modified wood 
and new plantation species.

Following our tour of Scion, there will be an opportunity to take the Redwoods Treewalk in the Whakarewarewa Forest.

Geothermal power development and industrial use
Take a scenic bus route past the iconic Rotorua lakes and geothermal tourism ventures to Kawerau and visit the 100MW 
geothermal power station operated by Mercury Energy. You will also be hosted by Ngāti Tūwharetoa Geothermal 
Assets, who will explain how geothermal steam and heat is used in industrial processes in a number of different ventures 
in Kawerau. Learn about their approach to business and their renewable energy brand. Along the way, there will be 
information about the Kawerau Geothermal System Management Plan, which is in place to assist the multiple users of the 
system. 

Growth
Regenerated native forest, predator-free spaces and resource consents that enable Kiwi ingenuity to be applied have 
enabled Rotorua Canopy Tours to become the number one tourist attraction in Rotorua. A company leader will share their 
story on the relationships forged, hurdles overcome and works undertaken on the ground, regionally and internationally 
to secure their market position. 

Two canopy tours are available: the Original Canopy Tour, a world-class enlightening adventure, which earned a #1 rating 
on TripAdvisor, and the next-level Ultimate Canopy Tour, which has even higher and longer ziplines for adventure-seeking 
junkies.
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Friday fieldshops continued

RMA meets Middle Earth
In 2019, Rings Scenic Tours Ltd successfully obtained a new planning environment for Hobbiton by way of a private plan 
change to the Matamata-Piako District Plan. You will hear about the challenges faced in this process and the unique way 
that this world-class and significant tourism venture has been accommodated into the district plan. See how growth will 
be managed while also mitigating adverse effects on the rural neighbourhood. We will hear from the landowner and team 
that led the plan change application and see the various parts of the site including the movie set itself, finishing with 
refreshments at the Green Dragon Inn. 

Rural growing pains
Much is said about the growth of New Zealand’s fast-growing urban areas, but there is a lot going on in the rural rump of 
New Zealand, especially that which surrounds those urban centres. Western Bay of Plenty District is one of New Zealand’s 
fastest-growing districts. With more than 200,000 hectares of prime rural, coastal and urban land adjacent to Tauranga 
City and Rotorua, it provides a range of horticultural, agricultural and urban opportunities, which is resulting in significant 
challenges in the district every year. Growth can, of course, bring both benefits and challenges in terms of the integration 
of land use and infrastructure and the changing aspirations and expectations of communities. This fieldshop will explore 
how Western Bay is managing the many challenges of urban pressures of its own as well as Tauranga and also those 
other national policies for productive land, indigenous biodiversity, and freshwater that have significant effects on our 
rural community. Western Bay has been in the thick of these issues since local government reform in 1989 and is happy to 
share its experiences.

We will visit these locations:

•  Paengaroa – we will talk about the growth trajectory and challenges of the kiwifruit industry and also innovative 
companies such as Comvita. Paengaroa is right on the border of a proposed 145ha industrial estate and is the location 
of a possible new town.

•  Maketū – we will see the Kaituna River diversion and wetland restoration and the associated cultural influences. We will 
also talk about biodiversity incentives for landowners.

•  Papamoa – we will talk about the territorial authority boundary and integration of urban growth and infrastructure 
provision (SmartGrowth, FDS, NPSUD etc).

•  Te Puke – we will explore how fragmentation of productive soils is one effect resulting from a community desire for 
lifestyle intensification and urban growth.

•  TECT Park – at this award-winning park, we will discuss planning and recreational aspects (and have some fun 
hopefully).
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Sponsorship opportunities

Sponsor tier Sponsorship opportunity Sponsorship value NZ$

Platinum Keynote speaker 12,000

RMLA Conference and Awards Dinner 12,000

Gold Plenary speaker 10,000

Welcome reception SOLD

Taste of Bay of Plenty networking event 10,000

Branded drink bottle 10,000

Lanyard, name badge, pocket programme 10,500

Conference technology (app and virtual platform) 10,500

Silver Plenary/panel session 8,500

Master of Ceremonies – Miriama Kamo 8.500

Coffee cart (ONE SOLD, ONE REMAINING) 8,500

Bronze Resource Management Journal conference edition 6,500

RMLA award category 6,000

Livestream 6,000

Fieldshop (seven available) 6,000

Morning tea (two available) 3,000

Lunch 3,000

Associate sponsor 2,000
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Sponsorship benefits

Sponsorship package Platinum Gold Silver Bronze Associate

Conference registration 3 2 1 1 –

Naming rights Yes Yes Yes Yes –

Speaker introduction Yes – – – – 

Main stage backdrop Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes

Digital podium signage Yes Yes Yes – –

Q&A or relevant article published on 
website and in news brief

Yes Yes Yes – –

Online logo and profile Yes Yes Yes Yes –

Online logo and link – – – – Yes

Home page banner ad Yes Yes – – –

Additional awards dinner tickets 4 3 2 1 – 

Acknowledgement in conference 
marketing materials

Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes

Complimentary advertisement in  
Resource Management Journal

Full page Full page ½ page ¼ page –

Access to full delegate list Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes
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Keynote speaker

Professor Glenn Albrecht

Our NZ$12,000 sponsorship package for  
this session includes an exceptional range  
of benefits:

Sponsorship package Platinum

Conference registration 3

Naming rights Yes 

Speaker introduction Yes

Main stage backdrop Yes

Digital podium signage Yes

Q&A or relevant article published on 
website and in news brief

Yes

Online logo and profile Yes

Home page banner ad Yes

Additional awards dinner tickets 4

Acknowledgement in conference 
marketing materials

Yes

Complimentary advertisement in 
Resource Management Journal

Full page

Access to full delegate list Yes

Glenn is an environmental philosopher with both 
theoretical and applied interests in the relationship 
between ecosystem and human health. He has 
pioneered the research domain of 'psychoterratic' or 
earth-related mental health conditions with the concept 
of 'solastalgia' or the lived experience of negative 
environmental change. He also has publications in the 
field of animal ethics including the ethics of relocating 
endangered species in the face of climate change 
pressures.

Glenn's most recent publication is Earth Emotions: New 
Words for a New World, published in May 2019 by Cornell 
University Press. The book has been translated into 
French and was released in Paris in late February 2020. 
The French title is Les émotions de la Terre: Des nouveau 
mots pour un nouveau monde, published by Les Liens Qui 
Libèrent.

He has been published in many peer-reviewed journals 
and has recently completed and published book 
chapters on his research interests. With colleagues, Nick 
Higginbotham (University of Newcastle) and Linda Connor 
(Sydney University) under Australian Research Council 
(ARC) Discovery Project grants, Glenn has researched 
the impact of mining in the Upper Hunter Region of 
NSW, Australia, and the impact of climate change on 
communities, again in the Hunter Region. Glenn has also 
been involved as a Chief Investigator in ARC Discovery 
Project research on the social and ethical aspects of the 
thoroughbred horse industry worldwide.

Glenn is a pioneer of transdisciplinary thinking and, with 
Higginbotham and Connor, produced a major book on 
this topic, Health Social Science: A Transdisciplinary 
and Complexity Perspective, published by Oxford 
University Press in 2001. His current major research 
interest – the positive and negative psychological, 
emotional and cultural relationships people have to place 
and its transformation – is one that sees him having an 
international research profile.
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Natasha is a barrister who specialises in 
environmental, planning and administrative law, 
practising at Martin Place Chambers in Sydney, 
Australia, since 2014. 

Natasha is also a sessional lecturer in environmental 
and climate law at the University of New South Wales, 
Sydney. Natasha has a Bachelor of Laws/Bachelor of Arts 
from the University of Otago, New Zealand, and a Master 
of Environmental Law from the University of Sydney, 
Australia. Natasha appears in all jurisdictions of the Land 
and Environment Court of New South Wales, particularly 
judicial review, criminal and civil enforcement and 
development appeals, as well as in a range of other state 
and federal courts. 

Natasha advises and represents state and local 
government, developers, individuals and community 
groups on a broad range of environment and planning law 
matters, including permissibility of development, pollution, 
biodiversity, mining, water, climate change and heritage. 

Prior to being called to the bar, Natasha practised 
as a solicitor with the London Borough of Harrow 
and Maddocks Lawyers in Sydney and prosecuted 
environmental offences for the Office of Environment  
and Heritage (NSW).
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Keynote speaker

Professor Glenn Albrecht

Keynote speaker

Natasha Hammond

Our NZ$12,000 sponsorship package for  
this session includes an exceptional range  
of benefits:

Sponsorship package Platinum

Conference registration 3

Naming rights Yes 

Speaker introduction Yes

Main stage backdrop Yes

Digital podium signage Yes

Q&A or relevant article published on 
website and in news brief

Yes

Online logo and profile Yes

Home page banner ad Yes

Additional awards dinner tickets 4

Acknowledgement in conference 
marketing materials

Yes

Complimentary advertisement in 
Resource Management Journal

Full page

Access to full delegate list Yes
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Simon was sworn in as Parliamentary Commissioner for 
the Environment for a five-year term on 16 October 2017. 

Simon is a Fellow of the Royal Society of New Zealand and 
a Rhodes Scholar, with degrees in English literature, music 
and law from the University of Auckland and an MLitt in 
political philosophy from Oxford University. He was sworn 
in as a member of the Privy Council in 1999. 

A Member of Parliament between 1981 and 2000, 
Simon held a variety of ministerial portfolios including 
environment, research, biosecurity, health and state 
services between 1990 and 1999. 

After leaving Parliament, Simon moved to Paris to 
chair the Round Table on Sustainable Development 
at the Organisation for Economic Co-operation and 
Development (OECD). In 2005, he returned to New 
Zealand to pursue a number of private sector roles while 
continuing to chair the Round Table.

In April 2010, he returned to the OECD full-time as 
Environment Director, a post he held for seven years 
until returning to take up the role of Parliamentary 
Commissioner for the Environment.
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Keynote speaker

Rt Hon Simon Upton

Our NZ$12,000 sponsorship package for  
this session includes an exceptional range  
of benefits:

Sponsorship package Platinum

Conference registration 3

Naming rights Yes 

Speaker introduction Yes

Main stage backdrop Yes

Digital podium signage Yes

Q&A or relevant article published on 
website and in news brief

Yes

Online logo and profile Yes

Home page banner ad Yes

Additional awards dinner tickets 4

Acknowledgement in conference 
marketing materials

Yes

Complimentary advertisement in 
Resource Management Journal

Full page

Access to full delegate list Yes
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Keynote speaker

Rt Hon Simon Upton

Master of Ceremonies

Miriama Kamo

Award-winning journalist Miriama Kamo is the presenter 
and a reporter for TVNZ’s flagship current affairs 
programme Sunday and a presenter on TVNZ’s bilingual 
Māori and English current affairs show Marae.

A founding Sunday team member, Miriama has relished 
working on the stories that matter to New Zealanders. 
Miriama also proudly fronts Māori current affairs 
programme Marae, alongside Scotty Morrison.

As a newsreader, Miriama has been at the forefront of 
many major New Zealand events, including the Pike River 
explosion, the passing of Sir Edmund Hillary, and the 
Christchurch earthquakes.

A writer, Miriama’s work is regularly featured in news sites, 
online publications and magazines, and in early 2018, 
Miriama had her first children’s book published.

Sponsorship package Silver

Conference registration 1

Naming rights Yes 

Main stage backdrop Yes

Digital podium signage Yes

Q&A or relevant article published on 
website and in news brief

Yes

Online logo and profile Yes

Additional awards dinner tickets 2

Acknowledgement in conference 
marketing materials

Yes

Complimentary advertisement in 
Resource Management Journal

1/2 page

Access to full delegate list Yes
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Demonstrate how your brand is firmly at the forefront of transformational 
thinking at this year’s conference by providing RMLA conference delegates 
with a reusable sustainable drink bottle.

By positioning your company’s logo on an innovative, eco-friendly and 
reusable item, you will ensure that your brand presence persists beyond the 
life of the conference, making a lasting, positive impression.

Walk the talk

RMLA SPONSORSHIP PROSPECTUS 2021 RETHINKING RESOURCES
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Our conference app keeps delegates updated and 
connected throughout the conference. The app is  
available for iPhone, Android and tablets.

Conference technology

A remarkable 79% of survey respondents provided positive feedback about the app at the 2019 
conference. Here’s what our delegates had to say about it:

“Excellent tool. Easy to navigate.”

“Plenty of information – the app was awesome.”

“App was great and very easy to use. Had plenty of information on it and good platform for asking 
questions.”

“Great to see all the detail of a hard copy handbook available in a sustainable form.”

Sponsor testimonial: “We are certainly happy with the ongoing exposure we have been getting – we 
certainly got the best deal with that sponsorship option!”

RMLA SPONSORSHIP PROSPECTUS 2021 RETHINKING RESOURCES

Virtual platform
In light of recent global developments, virtual has become 
a crucial component to the future of hosting a conference, 
and we're excited to be able to offer delegates a dynamic 
and comprehensive fully virtual alternative to attending the 
2021 conference in person. This isn’t a lesser experience, 
but rather an equally meaningful and effective way to keep 
connected and informed.

App

Vital sponsor stats
Where and how many people viewed the 2019 app 
sponsor’s logo:

Home page 4,206

Conference page 3,192

Conference handbook 416

Conference app downloads 327

Logo on stage backdrop at conference 416

RMLA CONFERENCE • 23–24 SEPTEMBER 2021
ROTORUA ENERGY EVENTS CENTRE

21



RMLA SPONSORSHIP PROSPECTUS 2021 RETHINKING RESOURCES

Who we are and what we do

Established in 1992, Te Kahui Ture Taiao, the Association for Resource Management Practitioners (RMLA) is  
New Zealand’s leading forum for the interpretation and implementation of the Resource Management Act 1991.

A thriving organisation with over 1,000 members, RMLA brings together lawyers, barristers, judges, planners, 
environmental managers, environmental engineers, environment commissioners, consultants and civil servants.

“Collegial” is how many of our members describe RMLA. Our regular seminars, networking events and roadshows 
throughout the year provide a platform for cross-sector, multidisciplinary networking, where best practice and specialist 
knowledge is shared. 

Our widely anticipated annual conference is our premier networking event, where outstanding practitioners are 
showcased during our RMLA awards ceremony.

Planners 293

Lawyers 284

Managers 49

Environmental managers 39

Engineers 26

Architects 20

Scientists 15

Judges 7

Acoustic consultants 6

Surveyors 3

Others 45
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With a growing membership that spans 561 organisations across 27 industry sectors, RMLA’s Rethinking Resources 
conference provides a prominent platform for positioning your brand in front of New Zealand’s foremost thought leaders 
and change agents.

Align your brand with today’s movers and shakers:

•  Brand positioning: See your logo promoted across multiple RMLA channels including online, print, direct-to-inbox, 
streaming content and signage at events.

•  Relationship building: Gain access to RMLA stakeholders and forge relationships with tier one decision makers and 
thought leaders.

•  Talent attraction: Reinforce your credentials as a forward-thinking employer by supporting crucial discussions on 
policies, legislative frameworks and best practices that shape New Zealand’s future.

•  Business intelligence: Maintain a competitive edge by securing key contacts in the fields of environmental 
legislation, planning and resource management.

•  Networking: Gain direct access to high-level decision makers and influencers.

•  Business lead generation: Raise your organisation’s profile to unlock new business opportunities through RMLA’s 
diverse and rapidly expanding membership.

Take the leap this year and place  
your brand ahead of the pack

What RMLA members value the most

“Updates on legislative changes and case law.”

“The variety of content, breadth of membership backgrounds and networking.”

“Being part of a group that informs and educates about resource management.”

“The roadshows on current topics.”

“Networking.”

“Meeting and liaising with people with similar interests.” 

“A real sense of collegiality within the membership.”

“Instant commentary on publications, legislation and cases.”

“Social events and the conference.”

“Networking, collegiality and learning.”
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RMLA SPONSORSHIP PROSPECTUS 2021 RETHINKING RESOURCES

Talk to us

Contact us now about aligning your brand 
with RMLA’s flagship Rethinking Resources 
conference. 
Contact Karol today to arrange a sponsorship package 
tailored to your 2021 marketing objectives.

Karol Helmink – Executive Officer 

M: 027 272 3960 

E: karol.helmink@rmla.org.nz
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Tūngia te ururua kia tupu whakaritorito te tupu o te harakeke

Rethinking Resources

Te Kahui Ture Taiao


