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Introduction 

 
1 This Submission is made by the Resource Management Law Association of New Zealand Inc 

(RMLA). 
 
2 The RMLA is concerned to promote within New Zealand: 
 

a. An understanding of Resource Management Law and its interpretation in a multi-
disciplinary framework; 

b. Excellence in resource management policy and practice; 
c. Resource management processes which are legally sound, effective and efficient and 

which produce high quality environmental outcomes. 
 
3 The RMLA has a mixed membership.  Members include lawyers, planners, judges, 

environmental consultants, environmental engineers, local authority officers and councillors, 
central government policy analysts, industry representatives and others.  Currently the 
Association has some 1,000 plus members.  Within such an organisation there are inevitably a 
divergent range of interests in views of members.   

 

4 While a representative segment of our membership has been consulted in preparing this 
submission, it is not possible for the RMLA to form a single universally accepted view on the 
proposal. It should also be noted that a number of members may be providing their own 
individual feedback and those may represent different approaches to the views expressed here. 

 
5 RMLA’s main objective in making submissions on Central or Local Government proposals is to 

ensure that a coherent and workable body of resource management and environmental law 



and practice is developed in New Zealand.  As a result it is not the RMLA’s practice to make 
submissions in opposition.  Instead, submissions should focus on what (if any) changes should 
be made to the proposal to ensure that it will: 

 
a. Be consistent with the general framework of existing laws and policies and legally 

sound; 
b. Be practicable, effective and efficient; 
c. Assist in promoting best practice; 
d. Produce high quality environmental outcomes. 

 
SUBMISSION 
 
6 The RMLA supports greater use of s33 of the Resource Management Act 1991, which provides 

for a local authority to transfer any of its functions, powers or duties under that Act to a public 
authority including an iwi authority.   

 

7 We have had an opportunity to review the submission prepared on behalf of Te Hunga Rōia 
Māori o Aotearoa (the Māori Law Society) and we agree with the view expressed in that 
submission that s33 is underutilised.  RMLA supports greater utilisation of transfers under that 
provision, particularly to iwi in appropriate circumstances.   

 
8 More generally, RMLA supports relationship and capacity building and collaboration between 

tangata whenua and local government.  This assists in promoting best practice and producing 
high quality environmental outcomes.  This proposal appears to be consistent with those 
objectives.   

 

9 Because this particular transfer proposal has only recently been brought to the attention of our 
organisation, and we have not had time to fully consider it or discuss it with our membership, 
RMLA does not take a position on the particular details of the proposed transfer arrangements.  
Nevertheless, we consider it sufficiently important to register our support for the Proposal as 
an example of the increased use of s33 powers, which is considered to be consistent with 
RMLA’s objectives outlined in paragraph 5 above.   

 

The RMLA does not wish to be heard in support of this submission. 
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